Sanghamitra Words of Wisdom April 2011 Edition

Words of Wisdom
Be Thankful For Critics

With the blessings of Didiji, publishing her simple and strong words through ‘Words
of Wisdom’, which are capable of transforming a person and lead them towards
enlightenment. 1 know ‘Words are powerful’, but I experienced the fact in Didiji’s
presence. Let’s say WOW! & Imbibe the ‘Words of Wisdom’. May her blessings
enlighten many souls and change the world into heaven. Didiji (Shri Siddheshvari
Devi) is the founder of Radha Madhav Society.

Visit www.radhamadhavsociety.org for a listing of DidiJi's upcoming lectures

and retreats.

The world is full of critics. If you are the quiet type, you
are likely to be labeled a fool. If you like to talk, you may
earn the reputation of being a 'motor mouth.' If you are
confident, you may be called arrogant. If you are a gentle
person, people may call you a 'wimp.'If you are direct,
people may call you rude. If you are polite, people may say
that you are unsure of yourself. If you take initiative people
may call you bossy. If you let others take the lead, you are
'lacking a backbone.'

Dealing with critics is sometimes disheartening. At times you feel you can never
do anything right. However, you can regard criticism to be constructive and improve
yourself greatly. The one who finds fault with you is more beneficial to you than the
one who flatters you.

Saint Tulsidas goes to the extent of saying, "Put up a shack in your backyard for
the one who finds faults with you." Why? First of all, the critic is beneficial in that he
makes us aware of our mistakes; something we are not accustomed to doing
ourselves. We cannot improve unless and until we become aware of improvements
we need to make. It is only when we understand our shortcomings that we can work
on eliminating them.

Secondly, the critic is helpful to you in that he does not allow your pride to
increase. When someone flatters you constantly, you will certainly develop more
pride. This is why saintly souls have said, "Regard criticism as nectar and words of
praise as poison."

The world is full of critics. Thank God!
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